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The term coined in 1989 by Kimberlé W. Crenshaw, a black womanist lawyer and scholar. 



Audism: Devaluating Ideology and its Effect 
on Language Policies

“The devaluating 
ideology places sign 
languages low in an 
imagined hierarchy 
of languages or 
claims that sign 
languages have no 
morphology or 
simply states that 
they have no value 
for children” 
(Krausneker, 2015)

DO
M
IN
AN

CE

O
PPRESSIO

N

DEAF

SIGNER

SPEAKER

HEARING



Educational and Language Shifts in United 
States 

Education before 
1960s
• Nearly 80% of 

deaf and hard of 
hearing children 
attended 
residential 
schools for the 
Deaf (Lane et al., 
1996).

Institutional and Legal 
Changes in Education
• Section 504 of the 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973
• Public Law 94-142: The 

Education of All 
Handicapped Children Act 
of 1975

• Individuals with Disability 
Education Act, 1990

• Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990

Education in 2010s
• Percentage of 

students 
attending 
residential 
schools has gone 
down to 24.3% 
(Gallaudet 
Research Institute 
2011).

1960s 1970s 1980s 1990s 2000s 2010s 2020s



Racism: Displacement, Exclusion, and 
Segregation
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“Systemic and structural 
racism are forms of racism 
that are pervasively and 
deeply embedded in and 
throughout systems, laws, 
written or unwritten 
policies, entrenched 
practices, and established 
beliefs and attitudes that 
produce, condone, and 
perpetuate widespread 
unfair treatment of people 
of color” (Braveman et al., 
2022)



Educational and Language Shifts in United 
States 

1960s 1970s 1980s 1990s 2000s 2010s 2020s

Desegregation in 
Education

Black deaf 
children were 
expected to 
assimilate 
linguistically and 
culturally 

Institutional and Legal 
Changes in Education

Black ASL was rendered 
invisible in education and 
research due to neglect 
and was limited to family 
and community use only 

Education in 
2010s

Not much is 
known about 
Black ASL in 
education due to 
exclusion and 
neglect



1965  

Over 200 years of ASL

~150 years of Black ASL

2011

1913 – 
Preservation of 
ASL film with 
George Veditz

1984

1880 – 2nd 
International 
Congress on 

Education of the 
Deaf in Milan, Italy

1817 – 
American 

School for the 
Deaf



1960s: Black ASL in North Carolina 
and Virginia Excluded From Research

”…it has been the distinct impression of 
the writer that the Negro deaf population 
of the United States has a slight if any 
social contact with the non-Negro deaf 
population. Since this was suspected 
from the beginning of the exploratory 
dialect study, and since economy of 
effort was necessary, interviews with 
Negro deaf people were intentionally 
omitted” (Croneberg, 1965, p. 315) 



1970s: Initial Studies of Black ASL in 
Georgia and Louisiana 

Woodward (1976): Black Southern 
Signing

Woodward, Erting, & Oliver (1976): 
Facing and Hand(l)ing Variation in 
American Sign Language

Woodward & DeSantis (1977): One- 
and Two-Handed Variants in Black 
and White ASL



1980s: Black ASL Across America 
Excluded from Documentation

“The individuals who served as contributors 
represented what we considered a very 
good cross section of the deaf 
population…We also did not include black 
deaf signs in our research because of the 
many differences between black and white 
signs in the southern states. This area has 
been researched and been reported in the 
literature on signing (see Woodward, 
1976a).”  (Shroyer and Shroyer, 1984, p. ix)



Count of Black ASL-Related 
Publications Per Decade

Note: The count is based on the number of references I have collected
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Creating Our History 
For the Future

2023 ????



Publications



Public Education



News Media



TAKEAWAY MESSAGE
THIS IS OUR TIME TO FILL THE GAP WITH OUR 
SKILLS, KNOWLEDGE, AND TECHNOLOGY AS PART 
OF OUR RESISTANCE TO RACISM AND AUDISM

~150 years of Black ASL
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